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GOVERNMENT FUNDING INFORMATION 
 

From the term following your child’s 3rd birthday; the Government award funding to pay for pre-
school provision as governed by the Early Years Foundation Stage Syllabus (EYFS).  The Government 
funding applies to 15 hours of EYFS education per week, for 38 weeks per academic year.  For 
working parents, 15 hours funding is available for two-year-olds (the term following their 2nd 
birthday). 
 

If you are eligible to claim this funding, you need to complete the appropriate form each term your 
child is eligible and return it to Butterflies.  The funding is paid directly to Butterflies. 
 

You may also be eligible to claim the 30-hour extended funding. The criteria you need to meet and 
online application can be found at: childcarechoices.gov.uk.  You will need to obtain a code and 
present us with this, and the National Insurance Number used to claim the extra funding. This is 
offered on a limited basis so please speak to the office before applying. 
 

As you are aware, we teach and follow Montessori principles in addition to the EYFS.  We are 
passionate about the Montessori principles, value and methods as these enhance and add to your 
child’s learning and development.  It is this belief that led us to open Butterflies as a Montessori pre-
school.  We provide an additional service and education which is not given by settings which purely 
adhere to the EYFS, and we are proud of the Montessori experience we give your child. 
 

We spend several thousand pounds a year on Montessori equipment and consumables, we pay our 
staff to be trained in Montessori methods and become qualified Montessori teachers and we 
employ staff at appropriate salary scales to recognise these achievements.  We therefore charge an 
additional fee for the Montessori element of your child’s pre-school education. 
 

Following discussions with Essex County Council, we have been advised that current best practice 
should incorporate the concept that funding for the EYFS syllabus has no monetary value to the 
parent, but is funding provided to the school to teach the EYFS.  Therefore, our invoices will show a 
charge for the use of Montessori equipment, teaching and activities, snacks and consumables and 
will not show any reference to Government funding. 
 

For sessions that are Government funded for a 3+ year old, the rate of charge for Montessori 
education, snacks and consumables will be: 
Morning session £13.02 Afternoon session £11.94 All day session £28.21 
9.15am to 12.15pm 1pm to 3.45pm 9.15am to 3.45pm 
Any unfunded hours attended over and above the 15 hours will be charged at our normal full rate. 
 

Should parents choose to have their child learn the EYFS only there will be a smaller additional 
charge for consumables or provision can be made by the parent to supply (art supplies, sun cream, 
snack etc.).  Parents will not have access to My Montessori Child and there would be less flexibility 
with sessions allocated to your child with available afternoons offered.  Please contact us for full 
details. 
 

We reserve the right at our discretion to opt out of the Government funding scheme and charge full 
fees, for all children, should the current arrangements become unmanageable.  A term’s notice will 
be given should this be necessary. 
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